
CHELAN COUNTY 
PLANNING 

COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM 

COMMISSIONER PRESENT/ABSENT 

STAFF PRESENT 
Jessica Thompson, Permit Clerk 
Kirsten Ryles, CD Assistant Director 
Deanna Walter CD Director 

PUBLIC PRESENT: Sean Lynn, Kate Redell 

PUBLIC PRESENT VIA ZOOM:  Ted Hanika, Sean’s AI notetaker, Michelle-vortex, Jerri Barkley, Art 
Alley, Dave Bartholomew, Matthew Oaks, Jim Wright(x2), Chiwawa Communities Association, 
Peggy, Patthirlby, Krivil Skinnarland, Chase K. Lak, Marypat.barton@gmail.com, Samsung sm-
s911u, Roger&Rita, Reilly, Danbe, Hans, Brian Patterson, Chris Wille, William May, Mike 
Cushman, Dan B, Cindy, Jerry Isenhart, Leesa, Mimi Reid, David Odom, Tom Martin, Lorie 
Witmer, Brittany, Katie Hanson, Sgg, Maureen, Robert C, Sean Reid, Jeff Judy, L A, Joni, Betsy 
Steele, Heather Tromp, William Cagle, Richard Nicklas, Jake, Brad, I media, Dorothy Johnston, 
KateQuinn, Kristine Peterson, Brad S, Jonathan Strahl, Andy Day-rc3, 12066180697, Stephanie, 
Homeowner, Jessica Sellers, Jesse NWPMC, Mike Kirk, Carissa Reid and Bobby. 

Chelan County Planning Commission Date: August 28, 2024 
Chelan County Community Development 
Called to Order: 6:30 PM 
400 Douglas St., Suite 201 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 

Vicki Malloy  Present 
Doug Englund  Present- zoom 
Ryan Kelso  Present 
Cherie Warren  Present 
Mike Sines Present 

James Wiggs  Present 
Christopher Dye Present 
Jesse Redell  Present 
David Donovick Present - zoom 



Minutes: 

Chairman Jesse Redell starts the meeting and takes roll. 

He proceeds, asking the commissioners if they had read the minutes from the July 
24, 2024, meeting. 

Hearing no corrections, changes or additions, the minutes were approved.  

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

Public Testimony  
• Sean Lynn – Attachment A of minutes
• Stellen Giffin

Old Business: 

None 

New Business 

ZTA 24-328 - Proposed amendments to the Short-Term Rental provision in the Chelan 
County Code, specifically Section 11.88.290. 

Community Development Director Deanna Walter presents the proposed changes from the 
August 28th 2024 agenda packet.  

Continued discussion between commissioners and Mrs. Walter on the specific STR code 
change proposals for Title 11. 

Public Testimony 
• Marypat.barton@gmail.com

• Jesse Kensington



• Tom Martin

• Brian Patterson

• Lorie Witmer

• Nicole Wright

• Sean Reid

• David Odom

• Chiwawa Communities Association – Matthew Oaks

• Sean Lynn

• Jesse NWPMC Patrick Dugan

• Chase K. Lak

• Roger & Rita Thomas

Public Testimony - closed 

Commissioner Warren asked for more details about the issue that was brought up and led to 
the modifications to the STR code. 

Public Hearing Closed 

Workshop for ZTA 24-328 - Proposed amendments to the Short-Term Rental provision in the 
Chelan County Code, specifically Section 11.88.290. 

Commissioners review and discuss thoughts on the proposed changes for Title 11. 

Workshop continued to September 12th at 6:30 p.m. 

Discussion at the Chair’s Discretion: 
None 

ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:37 pm. 



Next Planning Commission Meeting to be held on September 
12, 2024, at 6:30 pm 

All Planning Commission meetings and hearings are open 
to the public





Economic Impact of 

Short Term Rental Properties 
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P.O. Box 15 I Medino, Washington 98039 I 206-295-7123 
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Economic Impact of Short Term Rental Properties in Unincorporated Chelan County 

Economic Impact of Short Term Rental Properties in 

Unincorporated Chelan County 

Summary of Findings 

This paper provides an overview of the economic impact of short term rentals (ST Rs) on Chelan County. 

It is focused on rentals located in the unincorporated parts of Chelan County, although the impacts are 

mostly seen on a countywide basis. Key findings include: 

• Between September 1, 2019 and August 31, 2020, 1.714 properties in unincorporated Chelan

County that were listed by Airbnb, VRBO and/or HomeAway, had at least one night of paid

visitor activity.

• Rental rates across the unincorporated areas averaged $362 per day. The highest average rates

were in the areas adjacent to the city of Chelan, at $491 per night, and the lowest rates were

adjacent to Cashmere, at $133 per night.

• The average STR was rented out for 94 nights in the past year, and the owner earned an average

of about $34,000 in gross rental income.

• The patron of the average STR spent an additional $560 per party per day, with $235 spent on

food and beverage services, $101 spent on recreation and $224 spent on retail.

• Patrons in the Chelan and Manson unincorporated areas were estimated to have spent over

$1,200 per night in addition to their STR rental fees.

• STRs in unincorporated areas generated a total of about $108 million in direct economic activity.

and another $45 million in indirect activity.

• STRs generated about $42 million in wages and supported over 1,400 jobs.

• Spending by patrons of STRs in unincorporated areas generated nearly $820,000 in general sales

taxes for Chelan County, which is about 10 percent of total general sales tax collections. That

spending a:sv geneiated about $GO�,OCO each for the two-county transit agency· and fer a group

of smaller agencies that collect sales tax.

• Rental fees for STRs in unincorporated areas generated $2.3 million in lodging taxes, which are

used to enhance the visitor industry across the county.
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Introduction 

Economic Impact of Short Term Rental Properties in Unincorporated Chelan County 

This paper provides an overview of the economic impact of short term rentals (STRs) on Chelan County. 

It is focused on rentals located in the unincorporated parts of Chelan County, although the impacts are 

mostly seen on a countywide basis. Following the data and methodological sections, the paper covers 

four areas. 

STR activity. The scope of STR activity is described for both unincorporated and incorporated areas. 

This is based on data collected from listings by Airbnb, VRBO and HomeAway. The data covers at 

least 90 percent of STR properties. 

Visitor spending. Estimates are provided for spending by visitors who have rented STRs in 

unincorporated Chelan County. Spending estimates are provided for (a) food and beverage services; 

(b) entertainment and recreation activities; (c) retail.

Economic impact analysis. The STR rental activity and visitor spending data are analyzed to derive 

estimates for total economic impact of STRs located in unincorporated areas. The impacts are 

countywide, and cover total economic output, labor income and job generation that result from the 

STR activity in unincorporated areas. 

Tax impact analysis. Estimates are provided for the sales tax and lodging taxes generated by STR 

activity in unincorporated areas that are collected by Chelan County and several agencies that have 

countywide taxing authority. 

Economic impact analyses are based on a number of assumptions, each of which can have a substantial 

effect on the final estimates. Every effort has been made to use conservative assumptions, so it is likely 

that the estimates provided here form a lower bound for the actual impacts. 

Geographic Scope 

This report estimates the economic impact of short term vacation rentals that are located in 

unincorporated areas of Chelan County. Geographic scope is as follows: 

Property counts and activity measures 

The 2,639 properties included in the report all had revenue from at least one visitor-night from 

September 1, 2019 through August 31, 2020. Figure 1 lists basic data for these properties by eight 

market areas. Cities lie within five of these market areas, and properties are broken out by city and 

unincorporated areas. 

Visitor spending 

Visitor spending on lodging and other expenses is estimated only for properties located in 

unincorporated areas. 

Economic impact 

The total economic impact of the spending by visitors renting properties in unincorporated areas is 

estimated for the entire county. 
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